[Visuospatial learning in dementia and depression].
The aim of the study was an analysis of the efficacy, the progress and the structure of disturbances of the visuospatial learning process in patients with dementia, depression and ageing. 96 people were examined altogether. Each of the tested groups was of the same size--32 patients with dementia, depression and ageing. The following tools were applied: Global Deterioration Scale, Beck Depression Inventory, Hamilton Depression Scale, Diagnostics of Cerebral Injuries (Weidlich, Lamberti), MMSE--subscales: Information, Vocabulary, Comprehension of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale. Their retrieval process was most disturbed in patients with dementia. Tendency to forget turned out to be the greatest in patients with dementia. In the course of the learning process in patients with dementia, the recency effect dominated. In patients with ageing and depression one did not observe relative superiorities of the primary effect or of the recency effect. Patients with depression and ageing did not differ in the general number of errors and the number of each kind of errors. Confabulations, perseverations, reversals in the recoil trials and confabulations in the delayed recognition trial turned out to be characteristic for patients with dementia. Patients with dementia and patients with depression were characterized by different efficacy, progress and structure of disturbances of the learning process. In all the examined groups there were characteristic interdependencies between efficacy, progress and structure of disturbances of the learning process.